THE CIVIL RIGHTS COALITION ON POLICE REFORM

May 5, 2015

The Honorable Loretta Lynch
Attorney General of the United States
U.S. Department of Justice
Washington, DC

Dear Madam Attorney General:

The Civil Rights Coalition on Police Reform and additional national civil and human rights
organizations, faith leaders and those committed to the protection of the rights of African Americans
and all Americans, come together as a unified collective to urgently request that you open a pattern or
practice investigation against the Baltimore Police Department. In the aftermath of the killing of
Freddie Gray, the country has once again become more aware of the challenges and concerns of
another urban police agency. Yet, the residents of Baltimore, particularly communities of color, have
been complaining about these problems for years.

While the Department of Justice has initiated an investigation into the death of Freddie Gray and is
gathering information to determine whether any prosecutable civil rights violation occurred, we
believe that it is necessary to expand the investigation into the entire police department in light of the
long history of complaints and concerns from Baltimore residents.

We understand and appreciate the ongoing efforts by Director of the Department of Justice’s COPs
office Ron L. Davis to enter into a voluntary collaborative process examining the Baltimore Police
Department regarding its use of force policies and practices. Such a process is very important in the
array of efforts employed by the Department of Justice to correct inappropriate and ineffective policing
practices across the country. Even as we continue to support such collaborative processes generally, we
do not believe that such a process is sufficient for Baltimore in light of the historic and entrenched
problems existing in the culture of the Baltimore Police Department. We strongly feel that in order to
effectively ensure long-term and systemic change in Baltimore — that will have the force of law and
continue beyond the current federal and state administrations — it is necessary to initiate a pattern or
practice investigation. The comprehensive nature of such an investigation would reach well beyond
that of the ongoing collaborative process and will potentially reveal — like in Ferguson — additional
problems that otherwise would not have been uncovered.

As organizational leaders we represent millions across this country who feel that time is of the
essence. We mourn the loss of Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, Rekia Boyd, Freddie Gray and so many
others, and remain steadfast in our support for all of the mothers and fathers who have suffered a loss
no parent should endure. Even with the six police officers being charged in the death of Freddie Gray,



we are extremely concerned about the situation in Baltimore and urge you to not delay opening
an investigation. What has occurred in Baltimore is sadly just the tip of the iceberg, and we
believe it is representative of many similarly situated urban police departments across this
country. Hence, on behalf of these impacted communities, we urge a comprehensive response
by the Department of Justice and look forward to working with you throughout this process.
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