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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA

Maria M. Gonzalez, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

vs.

State of Arizona, et al., 

Defendants. 

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

No. CV-06-1268-PHX-ROS

ORDER

On August 6, 2012, the Court issued its order regarding Defendants’ handling of voter

registrations using the National Voter Registration Form under the National Voter

Registration Act (the “Federal Form”).  The Court provided general guidance and directed

the parties to attempt to reach an agreement on specific issues.  The parties were not able to

agree and have now submitted competing proposals.  Defendants have also moved for

reconsideration of certain aspects of the Court’s August 6, 2012 Order.  Having considered

the parties’ proposals, Defendants’ motion for reconsideration, and the entire record, the

Court enters the following Order.

IT IS ORDERED the Motion for Entry of Preliminary Order (Doc. 1071) is

DENIED AS MOOT.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Motion to Withdraw (Doc. 1072) is DENIED

based on the failure to comply with Local Rule 83.3.
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED the Motion for Reconsideration (Doc. 1088) is

DENIED.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:

A. Defendants shall not reject Federal Forms from those who seek to register to vote for

the reason that they have not provided proof of citizenship under A.R.S. § 16–166(F).

B. For the reasons explained in this Court’s Order of August 6, 2012, the Ninth Circuit’s

decision is retroactive.  (Doc. 1082).  But in the interest of maintaining the accuracy

of the voter registration database, and in the interest of avoiding the imposition of

significant hardships on Defendants, retroactive registration of applicants using the

Federal Form is limited to forms submitted on or after August 1, 2011. 

C. For each voter registration applicant who applied to register to vote on or after August

1, 2011, and who used a Federal Form that was rejected solely due to A.R.S. § 16-

166(F), Defendants shall determine whether the applicant was subsequently registered

to vote.  If not, Defendants shall create a new record for a successful registration of

that individual and promptly notify that new registrant of his or her eligibility to vote

for candidates for state and federal office.

D. Defendants shall complete the registration required by Paragraph C above on or

before August 21, 2012.

E. As previously stated in this Court’s order of August 6, 2012, Defendants shall ensure

widespread distribution of the Federal Form through all reasonable channels,

including channels the Secretary of State has identified as appropriate for distribution

of the State Form.  Thus, no later than August 31, 2012 Defendants shall make the

Federal Form available where they make the State Form available, including websites.

F. Where Defendants provide paper copies of the State Form they must also provide

paper copies of the Federal Form, in both Spanish and English, with the applicable

instructions.  Defendants need not provide the entire instruction booklet as large

portions of that booklet do not apply to Arizona. 
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G. All state and local employees responsible for processing voter registrations must

immediately be informed of the change in the law and instructed to comply with the

new procedures.

H. Defendants have not presented the specific changes they propose making to the

Secretary of State Election Procedures Manual but some of the changes proposed by

Plaintiffs go beyond what is necessary to comply with the law.  Defendants will be

permitted to make the changes they deem appropriate but they must do so on an

expedited basis.  Therefore, within sixty days of this Order Defendants shall revise

the Secretary of State Election Procedures Manual to reflect compliance with federal

law. 

DATED this 15th day of August, 2012.
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